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KAK S3BIK IIOMOTI'AET ITIOHATD ITPOBJIEMbI MOJIOJIEXH
(HA TTIPUMEPE POMAHA JUK. COJIMH/DKOPA «HAJL ITPOITACTBIO BO PXKI»)

B ncuxosornueckoil nureparype MOAPOCTKOBBIM BO3pPACT ONPEACIAETCS KaK KPU3HCHBIM,
TPYZHBIN, NEPEXOAHBIN. Er0 KpU3UCHOCTh — B PE3KOM B3pPOCIIEHMM, B CKauyKe W3 JAECTCTBA B MHYIO
BO3pacTHyl0 ¢a3zy, B HOBoe 3HaHHWe. [logpOCTOK cTajKkuBaeTcs C HEBEAOMBIMH €My paHee
MIPOTUBOPEUYUSIMU BO B3aMMOOTHOILEHUSAX MEXAY JIIOJbMU, B KOTOPBIX OH TEpsSeTCSl U Iepen
KOTOpbIMH Oe33anureH. OH XpyHoOK M CUJIEH OJIHOBPEMEHHO, YS3BUM U ONACeH, OH PaBHOJIOCTYIIEH
u 1o0py, U 31y. UyBCTBYsl ceOst ApyruM (HOBBIM M B3POCIBIM), MOIPOCTOK TpeOyeT, 4yToOBl U
B3pOCIble MPU3HaBaIN 3T0. YeM crapiie NoApOCTOK, TeM Oosle3HeHHee ero 00prda ¢ B3pOCIBIMU 32
CBOIO cBOOOY. OH caM X04eT OnpeAemsiTh CBOW 00pa3 KU3HU, HHTEPECHl, PopMbI Aocyra. Bee atn
U3MEHEHHs OKa3bIBAIOT HEMOCPEICTBEHHOE BIIMSHHE Ha pedb IOAPOCTKA, BEIb HE 3ps Jaxe
CyHIECTBYET TaKOW TEPMHH, KaK «MOJIOAEKHBIM CIEHD». Tak Kak K€ SA3bIK MOXET IOMOYb
pa3o0parhkcsi BO BHYTPEHHEM MUpe TUHAHKepa?

The main character of the novel is Holden Caulfield, whose language demonstrates the
distinctive features of the speech style, peculiar to the young generation of the 1950s.

The examples of Holden’s slang usage throughout the novel.

Qualifiers.

Holden's slang is consistent and very enlightening. For example, his use of qualifiers such as
"if you want to know the truth," "I know what I'm talking about," or "I'm not kidding" serve to
emphasize how unsure Holden is of what he's saying. E.g. “The first thing you’ll probably want to
know is where I was born and what my lousy childhood was like, ... but I don’t feel like going into
it, if you want to know the truth,”- says the teenager in the very beginning.

And expressions like “I’'m crazy”, “I am a madman” are used to stress Holden’s sanity against
the background of world’s madness. “I swear to God I was crazy. | admit it". As for an adjective
“old”- it mostly expresses Holden’s sympathy — “old Phoebe”, “old Jane”, “old Jesus”. To the effect
that the teenager is an educated one points the richness of his vocabulary with fashionable
psychoanalytical and sociological terms as “exhibitionist”, “bourgeois” and “impressionistic”.

Cursing and swearing.

Holden's regular use of curse words to describe his view of any given situation leaves the
impression his vocabulary is limited. For example, Holden says "That guy Morrow was about as
sensitive as a goddam toilet seat" (Salinger, 1951). The best reference Holden could think of was
"toilet seat," a simple item readily grasped by even young children. To give this comparison more
emphasis, Holden, as usual, tosses in a curse word. Holden's regular use of swearing demonstrates
not only the depth of his emotion, but signals the reader the fact that he is caught in the stage where
childhood and approaching maturity collide.

When Holden is enraged and caught up in the current situation, "sunuvabitch" and "bastard"
find their way into his vocabulary quite frequently. “The more expensive the school is- the more
bastards it has — I’'m not kidding”. However, when he simply addresses the readers as the narrator,
Holden rarely slips into this extreme form of swearing.

The word "hell" is a staple of Holden's vocabulary, and he uses it often with both positive and
negative connotations. In one instance, he tells us he had a "helluva time," when he and Phoebe
sneaked away and had a good time shopping for shoes downtown. Other statements include "pretty
as hell," "playful as hell," or "hot as hell." The expressions “damn it” and “goddamn” sometimes
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repeat more than 5 times on one page. Holden uses it while talking about his school, cinema or
future career. “Anybody except Ackley would have taken the goddamn hint. Not him though.
Damn!” And his emotional aversion of phoniness (English equivalent for Russian word “numa’) is
always followed by “I hate it” expression. However there are certain expressions which Holden
himself hates and avoids in his speech;

Parenthesis and so-called “accompanying words”.

Holden has a habit of ending his descriptions with tag phrases such as "and all" or "or
anything." “Boy, I scared hell out of poor old Phoebe. I thought I was going to choke to death or
something”. Not only does Holden speak like this at the beginning of the novel, but throughout the
book, making this patterns a part of his character. So these tags served to make boy’s speech
authentic and individual. Salinger intentionally used such speech patterns to help individualize
Holden, yet to also make him a believable teenager of the early 1950's. Besides it shows his laziness
to further explain the issue he is explaining to the reader. Besides Holden is constantly repeating
phrases “It really is” or “I really do”, as if he’s trying to convince us of the truth of his own words,
while in the world around there is just hypocrisy and pretence. “I don’t much like to see old guys in
their pajamas or bathrobes anyway- I really don’t”. So his fear of being infected with the fake
makes Holden to “record” his own honesty all over the place. Therefore, non-grammatical and
profane language is appropriate throughout the novel. It helps to understand Holden’s main
problems, which are typical for all adolescents: diffidence, infantilism, fear of the novelty. During
this time period (1950-s), teenagers first started to rebel against authority figures and express
themselves more freely. Holden's language reflects upon these newfound values in that he curses
and rarely uses proper English. The language, non-grammatical and obscene, is appropriate for the
time and the theme of the novel, not to mention the main character. J.D. Salinger managed to
capture the energy of this period of life and to show teenage perspective of the story. The loss of the
language would eventually turn the book into a mundane piece of literature that would not be half
as interesting to read as it is currently, even though it is somewhat controversial.
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