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development of education for international students in China has: promoted the oversea popularity of
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PA3SBUTUE U NOCJIEACTBUA OBPA3OBAHMUA
ANA UHOCTPAHHbDLIX CTYAEHTOB B KMTAE

. Yhxau, M. JIu

LI3VnMHBCKWIA YHUBEPCHTET,
YaHuyHb, KnTaii

ITpoBeaeHO MCTOPpUUECKOE UCCIETOBAHUE PA3BUTHS KUTAKCKOTO 00Opa30BaHUs 111 UHOCTPAHHBIX
CTYIEHTOB, Ha OCHOBE KOTOPOTO aBTOPHI MBITAIOTCSI 000OIIUTDL €0 BAUSIHUE HA MPOIBUXKEHUE XECT-
kux u Markux cust Kurasi. C MmomenTta npunsitusi «I[lonutuku pechopMm 1 OTKPHITOCTH», 0Opa3oBaHue
WHOCTPAHHBIX CTYACHTOB B KuTae 1OCTUTIIO 3aMETHOTO Tporpecca, CTUMYJIMPYsS MPOLecC UHTepHa-
uuoHanu3zauuu pa3putus Kurtas. Ero onbIT U nociaencTBus 3aciyXuBaloT MPUCTAIBHOTO Habo/1e-
HUS U aHanu3a. B craTtbe MCMOAb30BaHbI JaHHbIE, COOpPAHHbIE U3 KUTAWCKUX MPaBUTEIbCTBEHHbBIX
JIOKYMEHTOB, MyOJUYHBIX TO0ChE U OTYETOB 00 OOpa30BaHUMU, C LEIbIO MPOULIIOCTPUPOBATH (haKThI
U XapaKTEepUCTUKHU TPEX ITANOB 00yUeHUsI MHOCTPaHHBIX cTyneHToB B Kutae ¢ 1978 rona. Mccneno-
BaHME MPOBOJAUIOCH B paMKax MOJAX0/a, COYETAIOLIEro B cede TOUKHU 3peHUsI MPeAMETHbIX obJacTeit
Me1aroruku, COIMOJOTUN U MEXIYHapOIHBIX OTHOIIIEHUH. B cTaThe mpuBeneHbI BHIBOJBI O TOM, YTO
pa3BuTHE OOpa3oBaHUs JJIsi MHOCTPAHHBIX CTyAeHTOB B KuTae crocoOCcTBOBano MeXAyHapOIHOMI
MOITYJISIPHOCTU KUTaCKOM KYJIBTYPhl U MSTKo# cuiibl KuTasi; oka3ano MmojoXUTeabHbIN 2deKkT Ha
pa3BUTHE IBYCTOPOHHUX OTHOLIEHUIA, a TAKKe TPUBJIEUEHE MHOCTPAHHBIX MHBECTULIMI; 00JIETYUIIO
OOMEH 4eJIOBEYeCKMMU PECYPCAMU; YCKOPUWIJIO MPOLECC MHTEPHALIMOHAIN3AMY KUTACKUX YHUBEP-
cuteToB. C HeMpepbIBHBIM POCTOM 00I11ei1 HALIMOHAJIBHOI CUJIBI M pertyTalnuy o0pa3oBaHue 1Jisi UHO-
CTpaHHBIX CTyneHTOB B KuTae Bce elie uMeeT OOJIbIIOI MOTEHIHAAT.
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Introduction

This is a historical study focusing on the issues of what stages has China’s education for internation-
al students gone through, what kind of effects it projected on China’s overall development and how it
achieved such progress.

In an age of globalization, the education of international students has become an important part
of the internationalization of higher education and a necessary measure for a country to enhance its
international competitiveness and expand its international influence. As an ancient civilization with
great culture, China has been attracting a great number of people around the world to come and study
since ancient times. The Tang Dynasty of China has seen a prosperous scene of cultural and personnel
exchanges.

Contemporary China implemented the policy of reform and opening-up since 1978, which rejuve-
nated the education of international students. In recent years, with the rapid development of China’s
economy, the remarkable deepening of internationalization and the continuous growth of soft power,
the Chinese government has paid more and more attention to the education of international students
and has introduced various policies to encourage and attract students around the world. According to
statistics, in 2019, nearly 400,000 overseas students from more than 200 countries and regions studied
in China’s universities and institutes. China has become a leading figure in Asia in terms of education
for international students, and the third largest in the world. How did this phenomenon of “studying in
China” emerge, what process has it experienced, what kind of prospects does it have in the future? These
issues make it necessary for us to review the development of Chinese international student education
over the years, exploring the motivation and experience of its process, and try to discover its positive
effects on China’s overall development.

Statement of the Problem

With the scope of human activities increasingly globalized, the internationalization of higher education
has become more and more prominent and important. Students are eager to understand the knowledge of
other countries, and a huge international students market has been formed nowadays. Meanwhile, schol-
ars need to keep up with the latest development of the academic field, thus they constantly communicate
and cooperate with their counterparts in other countries. When a government plans to formulate or adjust
its education policies, it also needs to draw lessons and practice of other countries. In this context, the
internationalization of higher education has become an indispensable aspect of a country’s educational
development or even its overall national strength.

China has enjoyed a long history of its reputation for emphasis on education and culture exchange since
ancient times. After the implementation of the Reform and Opening-up in 1978, modern China has real-
ized a dramatic revitalization of global engagement and international education, in which the education
for international students has played a key role in this process. With a relatively poorer starting point in
the 1980s, China’s higher education for international students has made a tremendous progress in the last
40 years and surpassed many western countries which occupied the position of large shares in the global
markets of international students.

72



4Education. Culture G. Zheng, M. Li DOI: 10.18721/JHSS.12107 >

Research Methods and Corpus

The study was conducted in the approach of historical research, while combining the perspective of
Education Science, Sociology and International Relations. The main body of the discussion is structured
in two parts: the first part follows a linear narrative using file reading and text analysis, the evolution of
China’s international students education was presented in a timeline from 1978 to the present, while the
second part was designated to logical analyzing and outlined summarizing. It employs a comprehensive
use of the inductive method of history and analytical method of social science theories. The paper uses
data collected from Chinese government documents, public files, education reports and academic works
to enrich the sources of information from multiple channels and to ensure the accuracy of the data and the
objectivity of the research.

Discussion
The Expansion and Adjustment of the Opening-up Policy in International Education (1978—2000)

In 1978, China implemented the well-known policy of Reform and Opening-up, which pushed the
country’s essential project on economic construction, fully stimulating the social vitality of this huge
country. China’s economy, science and technology, culture and education have entered a new stage of
rapid development. At the same time, the relationship between China and the world is undergoing positive
changes. The relationship with Western countries has gradually eased and international exchanges have in-
creased dramatically. In this context, the Chinese government has introduced a number of policies to sup-
port the development of the education of international students in China, such as the “Regulations of the
Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China on Foreign Students Studying in Chinese Uni-
versities” (“HHAE N RSN E A HOC T4 E 224N A B S S Bk 2= S L E ™) promulgated in 1980,
“Foreign Students Relevant Regulations on Studying in China” (“4ME 84 542 kA2 2] [ L R5E )
promulgated in 1986, and “Interim Regulations on Recruiting and Training Foreign Postgraduate Stu-
dents in China” (“I% TSI 75 40 E R A B 2 0F 78 AL BT AT HE ) issued in 1988, etc. [1]. In 1979
and 1984, China held the second and third national conferences on international students’ issues, and put
forward the main goal of international students education in China: to strengthen cooperation with the
“Third World”, emphasizing that international students education in China is a long-term and strategic
part of international aid, which recognized the strategic significance of international students education
for the first time [2].

In the 1990s, education for international students in China came into a period of rapid development.
In 1991, the Ministry of Education promulgated the “Trial Measures for the Granting of Degrees to Inter-
national Students in China by Institutions of Higher Education” (“J% %1 & &5 AR 4% T R AL B 24 B vh
[ 247384 T 70957). In 2000, the Ministry of Education issued a notice on implementation of the “Reg-
ulations on the Administration of the Acceptance of Foreign Students in Higher Education Institutions”
(“TR A5 AR 52 A E B 2 AR B FEE ). With the issuance and implementation of a series of policies, the
enrollment and management policies for international students in China have become more scientific.
Provinces, cities and universities have more autonomy and approval powers on issues of enrollment; tui-
tion fee, and related policies have become more flexible. With the increase in the number of international
students, the establishment of a full-time management institution for international students has become
inevitable for the improvement of international student management. In 1996, China established “China
Scholarship Council” (CSC) to take charge of the international student affairs. In 2000, in the notice of
the “Minutes of the National Education and Foreign Affairs Conference”, the government proposed to
improve the management of logistics for international students in China, striving to create a better envi-
ronment for them. By 2000, the number of international students in China had increased to 52,150, which
is a dramatic increase of 649.92 % compared to 1990, accounting for 2.7 % of all the international students
globally in the same period [4].

73



406LIJ,GCTBO. KoMMyHuKkauusi. Obpa3oBaHue T.12, N2 1, 2021>

The development of the education for international students in this period has several characteristics
summarized as followed:

1. The education of international students has created a new situation since the founding of modern
China. The enrollment of international students has gradually expanded, laying the foundation for today’s
achievement [3]. At the same time, we should also realize that this period is still in the early development
of the education of Chinese international students, and there is still great room for improvements in the
future.

2. The management system for international students has been improved, and a large number of re-
lated policies have been introduced. Similar to the expansion of the scale of international students, this
period also lay the foundation for the international student management policies and regulations. The
policies were more flexible, local governments and universities gained more autonomy, which created a
positive effect for the rapid growth of international student enrollment, especially in the coastal areas of
eastern China.

3. The source of international students has been diversified in terms of the coverage of different coun-
tries, and the proportion of international students from western developed countries has increased. How-
ever, in the 1980s, cultivating talents for the “Third World” countries and maintaining relations with the
latter were still important factors to be considered in the enrollment of international students in China.
The in-depth reform of international student education and the industrialization process still need to be
strengthened.

In short, the education of Chinese international students in the early stage of reform and opening-up
has made many pioneering achievements, but still has limitations such as the lack of full development,
insufficient experience, and policy factors against industrialization. As the prelude to the full evolution of
international student education, this period is transitional, and it is about to usher in a brand-new period
of rapid development.

Taking WTO as an Opportunity: The Flourishing Development
in International Students Education (2001-2012)

The education of international students is a project of General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)
among the three international agreements of the World Trade Organization (WTO). It is an important
content of international trade and an essential aspect of the internationalization of higher education. In
2001, China’s accession to the WTO created a positive and favorable policy environment for the rapid
expansion of the education for international students. At the same time, China’s economy has entered a
golden period of significant growth, becoming the world’s third and second largest economy in 2008 and
2011 respectively. China’s international status has been significantly improved and international exchanges
have become more frequent. The competitiveness of China has been continuously strengthened, which has
brought about a remarkable increase in the scale of international students and a comprehensive upgrade
of related policies and services. The education of international students in China has entered an unprece-
dented period of vigorous development [5].

During this period, Chinese government successively promulgated several laws and regulations, which
have specifically stipulated the relevant content of studying in China. In 2004, the “2003—2007 Educa-
tional Rejuvenation Plan” determined the principles of education for international students, namely “Ex-
panding the scale, improving the level, guaranteeing the quality, and standardizing the management”. 2010
was a year of historical significance for the development of international education in China. First, in the
“QOutline of National Long-term Education Reform and Development Plan (2010—2020)”, it is clearly
stated that the scale of foreign students in China will be further expanded, the number of government
scholarships will be increased, and the focus will be on funding developing countries, as well as optimizing
the management of international students in China. In the project of “Studying in China” promulgated
afterwards, the goal was further defined as “By 2020, the number of international students of higher ed-
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ucation in China will reach 150,000 [6]. Based on national strategy, China will continue to increase the
number of government scholarships, making the national source and category of international students
in China more reasonable and balanced. The Ministry of Education of China actively promotes the es-
tablishment of a platform for mutual recognition of qualifications and credits transfer between China and
other countries. These policies and regulations have further regulated the enrollment, management and
services of China’s international education. In particular, breakthroughs have been made in the informa-
tization system of international student management, and the degree of standardization have been further
improved. The policy for international students in China at this stage can be summarized as follows: ed-
ucation for international students in China has been formally treated as an important service trade, the
government kept improving the standardization and informatization level to adapt to the trend of interna-
tionalization of higher education.

By the comprehensive effect of many factors such as trade development, international exchanges, and
policy support, the scale of China’s international student education has grown dramatically at this stage.
According to the statistics from 2001 to 2013, a total of 746 universities and institutes in China had accept-
ed 2,539,775 international students from over 200 countries and regions, which is an increase of 2,208,252
compared with the previous period (see Table 1). The annual average of the growth rate was 14.75 %. The
number of international students pursuing academic degree and diploma in China was 942,983, with its
average annual growth rate of 18.3 % [7].

Table 1. Number of International Students in China (2002—-2012)

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Number of
International 85829 | 77715 | 11084 | 14108 | 16269 | 19550 | 22349 | 23818 | 26509 | 29261 | 32833
Students

Annual rate

42.35 9.45 42.60 7.49 15.30 | 20.17 14.32 6.57 11.30 10.38 12.21
of growth, %

* The data was collected from the Department of International Cooperation and Exchange, Chinese Ministry of Education:
“Concise Statistics of International Students in China”, 2001—-2012.

The education of international students at this stage has distinct characteristics and trends of develop-
ment, which can be roughly summarized as follows:

1. The national source of international students in China has been further expanded and diversified.
During this period, the number of international students from all continents has increased significantly.
The largest increase is in Africa, where the number of students has increased by nearly 2300 % in the past
15 years. The number of European students studying in China has also increased rapidly by 995 % in the
past 15 years. Asian countries are still the main area with the largest number of international students
coming to China. For example, in 2016, it occupied eight of the top ten seats. Since 2000, South Korea
has been the country with the largest number of international students coming to China, and its number of
international students has been significantly ahead of the second-ranked country. The growth rate of the
number of students studying in China from the United States, Japan, and Russia has been in a relatively
stable state for a long time, making them more consistent to maintain the top positions.

2. For along time, China has provided various forms of scholarships for international students in Chi-
na, which have played a positive role in improving the quality of the source of international students in
China and adjusting the scale of international students in different regions. At this stage, the total number
of scholarship-receiving international students in China has shown a substantial increase, but the propor-
tion of scholarship-received international students in the total number has shown a trend of decreasing
firstly, and then gradually increasing. This shows that the Chinese government has continuously increased
its funding for scholarships for international students in China in recent years. Among all the scholarship

75



406LIJ,GCTBO. KoMMyHuKkauusi. Obpa3oBaHue T.12, N2 1, 2021>

students coming to China, the number of Asian students is still the largest because of the relatively large
number of the latter. The situation also showed that the growth rate of the scale of international students
in China has exceeded the growth rate of the Chinese government’s scholarship expenditure, making it
difficult to maintain the original coverage rate.

Further Optimization and Improvement of International Student
Education under the “Belt and Road” Initiative (2013—present)

Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed a cooperative initiative to jointly build the “Silk Road Eco-
nomic Belt” (“4442 #4557 ”) and the “21% Century Maritime Silk Road” (“ —.-+—120 224
Z #”). The “Belt and Road” initiative has brought new development opportunities to the education of
international students in China. By delivering high-quality educational resources to the “Belt and Road”
countries and promoting the construction of a community with a shared future for mankind, it has greatly
promoted China’s international education. The Ministry of Education issued a document of “Promoting
the Joint Construction of ‘One Belt and One Road’ Educational Action”, which clearly pointed out that
educational exchanges should provide talents support for the construction of the “five links”, namely the
policy communication, facility links, unimpeded trade, financial links, and people-to-people connectiv-
ity. It also stated that in the next 5 years, more than 10 overseas bases of education will be built, and over
10,000 new students from the countries and regions along the “Belt and Road” will be subsidized each year
to study in China.

In 2016, Chinese government issued a number of policy documents related to the education of interna-
tional students in China to serve the “One Belt One Road” initiative. The top-level design of China’s inter-
national education was further improved. Combined with the national education project, the Ministry of
Education issued the “Promoting Co-construction of the “Belt and Road” Education Action” to expound
the supporting role of education in the construction of the “Belt and Road”, and advocated other countries
to join the “Belt and Road” education community. This document is an important manifestation of the
all-round and new pattern of China’s education opening up to the world, and clarifies the overall program
and practice of China’s construction of the “Belt and Road” education community.

With the continuous development of the internationalization of higher education on a global scale,
education service trade has begun emerging as an important field of international trade. According to
statistics from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the number of in-
ternational students in the world has increased from 2 million in 1998 to 5.3 million people in 2017, China
has played an important role in this development [8]. After Chinese President Xi Jinping put forward the
initiative in 2013, popularity of “Studying in China” set off in the countries along the “Belt and Road”. As
of 2017, China has signed agreements on mutual recognition of academic qualifications with 46 countries
and regions, of which 24 countries are along the “Belt and Road”. The initiative provides a broad prospect
for growth in the education of international students in China. In April 2019, the Office for Promoting
the Construction of the “Belt and Road” released the project of “Belt and Road Initiative: Progress, Con-
tributions and Prospects”, and stated that China has established the Chinese Government Scholarship
Program of “Silk Road” in the summary of educational achievements, and signed agreements on mutual
recognition of higher education qualifications with 24 countries along the route. 38,700 people from the
countries along the “Belt and Road” received Chinese government scholarships to study in China in 2017,
accounting for 66 % of the total scholarship students in that year. The Chinese Academy of Sciences has set
up MA and PhD scholarships and special training courses for countries along the “Belt and Road”, which
has covered more than 5,000 students in total [9].

The positively improving national image of China and strong policy supports from Chinese government
consistently showed their great impetus in driving China’s international students education to higher lev-
els. According to a questionnaire by Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, harmonious bilateral political
relations, mutually beneficial and win-win relationship in economy and trade, good geographic relations
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and China’s promising status in economics and politics have been the top 5 factors to attract international
students. It is widely accepted that China’s stable political environment, potentials in economic develop-
ment, confidence in the increase of national strength and the long-standing history & culture have played
vital roles to appeal to more international students [10].

With the support of the “Belt and Road” initiative, China’s education for international students has
made significant progress during this period. It is not only reflected in the increase in the scale of interna-
tional students, but more significantly that China’s international student education has begun to shift from
the pursuit of quantity to the pursuit of quality. The quality and the level of education for international
students have been remarkably improved.

1. The majors of international students are more abundant and diversified, and the professional structure
is more reasonable. The most popular majors studied by international students in China can be divided into
15 categories, including Chinese Language & Literature, Traditional Chinese Medicine, Western Medicine,
Economics, Engineering, Management, Law, Art, History, Sports Science, Philosophy, Science, Agriculture
and Education, etc. For a long time, Chinese language has always been an advantageous major for interna-
tional students in China. In 2012, the number of students studying in the majors of Chinese Language and
Chinese Medicine accounted for 57.5 % of the total number. By 2018, the proportion of international stu-
dents in the two majors mentioned above has dropped to 40.4 %, and the proportion of international students
in Economics, Western Medicine and Engineering has increased to 34.65 % [8].

2. Countries along the “Belt and Road” Initiative have become the main sources of international stu-
dents studying in China. In 2013, the number of international students coming to China from countries
along the “Belt and Road” accounted for about 40 % of the total international students in China. In 2018,
it has accounted for 52.9 % of the total number of international students in China, with an average annual
growth rate of 8.7 % [11].

3. The proportion of international students who pursue academic degrees continues to rise. The com-
position of international students in China includes those who pursue academic degrees and those with
non-academic qualifications. The foreign students with academic qualifications in China are divided into
junior, undergraduate and postgraduate levels; non-academic international students can be divided into
general advanced students and short-term students. At this stage, both degree and non-degree interna-
tional students have shown a remarkable increase year by year, especially the proportion of the students
who pursue academic degrees, among which undergraduates account for the largest proportion, followed
by graduate students. In 2018, international students with a degree reached 258,122 and accounted for
47.6 % of the total number of international students in China in the same year. The number of internation-
al students with a degree exceeded the number of non-degree students for the first time.

The Effect of the Education for International Students in China

Through the history of the development of the Education for International students in China, we can
see its tremendous achievements in recent years. The positive development of education for internation-
al students is an outcome of China’s strengthening of opening-up policy and the enhancing of the “soft
environment” for international students. At the same time, the expansion of the scale of international
students in China has in turn promoted the further development of China’s opening-up and international
exchanges, projecting a profound impact on China’s integration into the international community. The
effect is reflected in the following aspects:

1. As carriers of cultural exchanges and public diplomacy, international students have promoted the
spread of Chinese culture and the improvement of China’s soft power. Official cultural dissemination
is carried out by the government, which is often aggressive and rigid. Sometimes it is regarded as a kind
of cultural invasion, resulting in resistance from the audience. The international students who come to
China are either interested in Chinese culture or the development experience of modern China. Most
of them are individuals who come to study, and they came back home with their perceptions of Chinese
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culture and intuitive feelings of China’s achievements after the reform and opening up. They tell Chinese
stories and impressions of China to the people of their own countries. Their stories will be more credible
than official publicity. The impression of China they spread will be more acceptable to the audience, so
that the audience can consciously and autonomously perceive the real Chinese culture and the picture of
modern China [12]. Many international students in China are also engaged in international and cultur-
al exchanges after returning to their countries. They serve as bridges and make positive contributions to
friendly exchanges between China and their countries. It creates a more intuitive and clear understand-
ing of contemporary China’s modernization achievements and national development strategy, promoting
positive recognition of China’s development experience and its philosophy, and thus contributing to the
improvement of China’s soft power.

2. The economic benefits brought by the large scale of international students have become more and
more obvious. The consumption by international students in China has begun to take shape and creates
a considerable market. The import and export of education service trade is mainly reflected in the direct
consumption expenditures of students studying abroad, which are mainly divided into two categories. One
is the expenditure directly related to tuition fee and accommodation expenses. This part is mainly the
earnings for the universities and institutes. The second part is related to other living and social expenses of
international students and their relatives as well as friends, including food, transportation, tourism, enter-
tainment, etc. This part can be classified as social income. These two parts of expense constitute the total
expenditure of international students. As an important type of trade nowadays, the service trade of higher
education brings a large amount of foreign currency earnings to the country. International students living
and studying in China will cause demands for domestic products, and will promote the trade of goods
and foreign investment between the two countries. At the same time, the appreciation of Chinese culture
and landscape will greatly promote the development of tourism, transportation, etc. In short, education
service trade can not only bring direct economic benefits, but also generates indirect economic benefits by
affecting other industries. Some Chinese scholars have performed a model calculation on the economic
contribution rate of international students in Jiangsu Province, which is one of the major provinces for
international students studying in China. The results show that from 2000 to 2010, the average annual
contribution of foreign students to Jiangsu province’s GDP was at least 1.150~172.5 million RMB [13].

3. There are a large number of interdisciplinary high-quality talents such as political and business elites
among the international students in China, which play a subtle role in promoting bilateral relations, at-
tracting foreign investment and personnel exchanges. The cross-border flow of high-end talents can estab-
lish an interpersonal network and open up channels of information exchange. The new international trade
and capital cooperation requires the participation of a large number of professional talents proficient in
both languages of the two countries. The internationalization of higher education is one of the main ways
to provide such talents. Meanwhile, talents studying abroad are often a considerable part of the elites who
hold positions in important national departments, which will have a remarkable impact on the direction of
a country’s policies [14]. Their participation politically helps deepen cooperation, enhance mutual trust,
and promote understanding of the political culture of each country.

4. The development of education for international students in China has improved the international-
ization process and academic communication capabilities of Chinese universities and institutions, which
helps to improve their academic standards and international competitiveness. The internationalization of
higher education is currently an important indicator for evaluating the overall strength of universities. The
Chinese government has put forward higher requirements on the quality of education for international
students and the supervision system. These requirements have prompted universities to be further involved
in global engagement and increase the oversea experience of its faculties. In addition, recruiting foreign
students will bring more economic benefits and funds to the university, promoting the latter to increase
investment in international exchange and measures to attract more international students, thus creating an
efficient circle of mutual promotion.
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Conclusion

To sum it up, what could we generalize from the historical process of the education for international
students in modern China, and how should we understand its achievement and prospect?

It is more than obvious that the education of international students in China has made remarkable pro-
gress with the continuous growth of its national strength since 1980s. The scale of international students
has continued to expand, the curriculum construction and instructional program have gradually improved,
and the management system has become more and more efficient. Its process can be divided into three
stages: the expansion and adjustment of the opening-up policy in international education (1978—2000),
the significant development after joining the World Trade Organization (2001—2012), and further optimi-
zation under the “Belt and Road” initiative (2013—present).

Although there is still a certain gap with the United States, the United Kingdom and other major west-
ern countries, China’s international student education is on its way of dramatic changes. The development
of education for international students in China has promoted the oversea popularity of Chinese culture
and China’s soft power, creating a positive effect on promoting bilateral relations as well as attracting
foreign investment and facilitating human resources exchanges, and accelerating the internationalization
process of Chinese universities [15].

With the accelerating process of economic globalization and the development of the internationaliza-
tion of higher education, China will further project its reform and opening policy into the education of
international students, and an even greater achievement is yet to come. In the future, education for inter-
national students in China will be further optimized in terms of scale, specialty, management and services.
On the basis of the support from national strategy, the prospect of international student education in China
will be assuring, with its quality and reputation continuously improving on the right track.

The project is funded All China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese No. 19CZQK207, Education
Department of Jilin Province “the 13™ Five-year Plan” social science project in 2020 No. JJKH20201131SK,
Jilin Association for Higher Education research project No. JGJX2019D4.
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