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Abstract

Speculative technologies emerge at the intersection of imagination and scientific knowledge. The second
part of this special collection provides further testimony to this. If the dream of reason gives rise to mon-
sters, the dream of technical reason gave birth to the perpetuum mobile along with the mechanical and
artistic obsessions or compulsions that came with it. It stretches all the way to the right software app that
will select a soulmate to cyberfeminist theories that seek to break through ways of thinking that foreclose
technological horizons. As in the first part of this special issue (the September 2024 issue of Technology
and Language), speculative technologies serve as provocations and inspirations, pointing to new possibili-
ties, alternate horizons, and different worlds beyond our current reality. They are not just products of spec-
ulation; they are also generators, drivers, and focalizers of speculation, instruments of subjunctivity, her-
alding an aesthetic transformation of society. The thirteen papers (plus several essays about Kafka’s killing
machine) collected in this two-part special issue examine speculative technologies through historical re-
construction, philosophical reflection, cultural-technology assessment, museological engagement, and lit-
erary experiments.
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AHHOTAIUA

Crieky s THBHBIC TEXHOJIOTHH BO3HIKAIOT Ha CTHIKE BOOOpaKEHHUS M HAYYHBIX 3HAaHUU. BTOpas gacTs sToi
crennasbHON TOAOOpKH cTaTel emie pa3 MOATBEpKIaeT 3To. Ecin CHOBHIOCHHSA pazyma HOPOXKIAIOT
YyJOBHIII, TO BUACHUS O TEXHUIECKOM pa3yMe MOPOAMIN BEUHBIH JBUTATENbh BMECTE C COIMYTCTBYIOIIUMHU
MEXaHUYECKUMH H XYJOXXCCTBEHHBIMH OJCPKMMOCTSAMH WIIM BHYHOICHHSAMH. OTO MPOCTUPACTCS [0
MPAaBUIBHOTO  TMPOTPaMMHOTO  OOECIIEYCHHWH, KOTOpOe ToAdepeT pOACTBEHHYIO AyIly, IO
KuOep(HEMHUHHUCTCKUX TEOPUH, CTPEMSIIUXCS MPEOI0JIETh CTEPEOTHUIIBI MBIIUICHHUS, KOTOPBIC 3aKPhIBAIOT
TEXHOJIOTHYECKHE TOpH30HTHI. Kak 1 B mepBoil 4acTu 3TOro temarudeckoro Beimycka (“Technology and
Language” ot centsiops 2024 roja), CreKyJIATHBHBIC TEXHOJIOTHH CIyXKaT MPOBOKAIUCH U MCTOUHUKOM
BIIOXHOBEHUS, yKa3bIlBas Ha HOBBICE BO3MOXKHOCTH, allbTEPHATHBHBIE TOPU30HTBHI U JIPYTHE MUPBHI,
BBIXOJISIIIIME 332 pAMKH Halllel HbIHEITHEN peanbHOCTH. OHU He MPOCTO MPOYKTHI CIIEKYJISIINIA; OHH TaKKE
SIBJISIFOTCSL  TEHEpaTOpamH, JBIDKYIIMMU CHJIAMH W CPEIOTOUYUSAMHU  CIEKYJSIHUHA, HWHCTPYMEHTaMH
coClaraTeThbHOTO HAKJIOHEHUS, NpPEABEHIAIOIIUMHI JICTETHYECKYI0 TpaHchopMmanuioo obmecTtBa. B
TPHUHAIATH CTAThAX (TUTIOC HECKOJBKO 3¢cce 0 MaIuHe s youiicts Kagpkn), cCOOpaHHBIX B TEMAaTHIECKOM
BEIITYCKE, COCTOSIIIEM H3 JIByX YaCTeH, PacCMAaTPHBAIOTCS CIIEKYJIATHBHBIC TEXHOJOTHH C ITOMOIIBIO
HCTOPHYCCKOH PEKOHCTPYKIHH, (QMIOCOPCKUX Ppa3MBIIUICHHUHA, OIEHKA KYJIBTYPHBIX TEXHUK,
My3€eBETYeCKOTO B3alM OJICHCTBUS U JIUTEPATYPHBIX YKCIICPUMEHTOB.
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We ofter our readers the second block on the topic of speculative technologies (Ko-
tomina & Milburn, 2024). It consists of six articles that offer options for understanding
the historical and modern experience of interaction between people and technical objects.
The authors write about both the destruction and the preservation of stereotypes regarding
technologies. They qualify expectations from technical innovations as justified and un-
justified and express a whole range of positions — from skeptical, ironic, and detached to
didactic and visionary.

Mikhail Kulagin and Mikhail Zimirev analyze the public response to the attempt of
Soviet cyberneticists Viktor Pekelis and Aksey Berg to develop a computer algorithm for
finding a romantic partner in the USSR in the late 1960s. The authors found that despite
the enthusiasm associated with the use of the latest technical solutions to combat loneli-
ness, the inertia of accepted family norms and gender orders turned out to be stronger.
The technological design of the “cybersvaha” and its epistemic framework served to con-
serve traditional notions of the family (Kulagin & Zimirev, 2025). Anna Kotomina’s anal-
ysis of the case of the perpetual motion machine project, as known from the diaries of
Nikolai Chernyshevsky, also exhibits the persistence of expectations from technical pro-
gress in several generations of the Russian middle class “intelligentsia.” In his student
project, Chernyshevsky expressed hopes that are were typically expressed in his cultural
environment. This included the belief that the social order could be improved through the
use of free energy generated by a perpetual motion machine (Kotomina, 2025). In the
article by Alla Mitrofanova (2025), we find a conceptual approach to indicate directions
for going beyond narrowly conceived framings and discussions of gender, bringing to
fruition a theoretical perspective that allows for a more comprehensive formulation of
scientific tasks and the organization of practices. The author reflects on a revision of the
concepts of early cyberfeminism in the 90s and their continuation in the works of con-
temporary researchers, writers, and data analysts. These three articles are united by a de-
sire for a retrospective critique of stereotypes regarding technology in societies. These
authors consider unrealized (or not yet realized) projects as a starting point for their re-
flections.

Joachim Kalka (2025) offers a panorama of attempts to build a perpetual motion
machine from the 18th to the 20th centuries, as reflected in the works of Johann Ernst
Elias BeBler, Paul Scheerbart, Leonid Leonov, or Georg Christoph Lichtenberg. Kalka
offers a close reading of the peculiar obsession to gain something from nothing, an ob-
session that reappears in a different guise also in contemporary emerging technologies. In
their analysis of one form of contemporary technology, Aramo Alvarez, Mercedes Vil-
lalba, and Joseph Dumit assess the capacities of large language models (LLMs) to con-
tribute to practices of affirmative co-speculation. The authors criticize the established
practices of treating LLMs as reliable if not oracular tools, insisting instead on the need
for deeper appreciation of the technical dimensions of LLMs, which act as repositories of
unactualized but potential patterns of thought and language. These patterns become man-
ifest by addressing not only what has been excluded or made invisible, but also what
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might yet become possible when seen from another direction. To this end, the authors
present a variety of ways to approach LLMs as instruments of speculation, advocating for
evolving our human relationships with LLMs in new ways (Alvarez, Villalba, & Dumit,
2025). Polina Kolozaridi (2025) also stresses that a human plot or a dream precedes any
technical object. Like Alvarez, Villalba, and Dumit, her article addresses human interac-
tion with digital objects. She analyzes the instructions and interfaces of digital humanities
projects to understand their attitudes toward users. Her observations lead to the conclusion
that these projects primarily mediate an institutional agenda rather than provoke
affirmative co-speculations, making room for new user roles and possibilities. These three
articles shift the focus from the study of speculative projects to observations on the design
process, and come to conclusions that can be seen as an attempt to rationalize our not
always conscious attitudes toward technical and digital objects. At the critical juncture of
Enlightenment and technological modernization, the discussion of speculative technolo-
gies does not end but suggests a new beginning.
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